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Tjenbé Rèd asks 

the President of Senegal 

to release nine men 

condemned for wanting 

to fight against AIDS 
 

(Our association for black homosexuals, 

and those of colour, calls for signatures 

to this online petition at Internet site 

www.aides.org) 

 

Paris, Wednesday 14 January 2009 

Press release No.TRO9INT02 

 
 
 
 
Monsieur President of Senegal, 
 
 
 
I am writing to ask you to use your authority as President of the Republic of 
Senegal to effect the immediate release of the nine Senegalese citizens who were 
arrested on the 19th of December 2008 while they were holding a private briefing 
meeting on AIDS. They were condemned on the 7th of January 2009 for “indecent 
behaviour, acts contrary to nature and associating with evil-doers”. 
 
This accusation, for which no proof was presented, flies in the face of the 
fundamental rights of human beings over their own bodies. 
 
The nine men have been arbitrarily detained since the 19th of December. 
Following anonymous denunciations of their sexual behaviour, the police invaded 
one of their houses, where a meeting was taking place concerning the prevention 
of AIDS, and arrested them. 
 
The work of ordinary society in the struggle against the AIDS virus is of the 
greatest importance in a country such as Senegal, where the prevalence of the 
virus extends to 21.5% of the gay community, as opposed to 0.7% of the 
population in general. It is thus impossible to envisage a successful public health 
policy in conditions where the basic rights of individuals are denied and where 
there is no protection for those who engage in the struggle against AIDS. 
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Condemning individuals on the basis of their real or presumed sexual behaviour 
is in flagrant contradiction to Senegal’s international obligations with regard to 
human rights, as well as being contrary to the declared policies for fighting AIDS 
of the Senegalese public health authorities. 
 
That is why I am asking you to act in the interests of justice, and of the public 
health of your country, and to use the powers at your disposal to: 
 
Set the nine prisoners free immediately who are currently held in Senegalese 
prisons; 
 
Protect, safeguard and stop hindering the work of the local activists fighting 
against HIV/AIDS; 
 
Abolish Article 319 of the Senegalese Penal Code, which stipulates that “anyone 
who commits an indecent act or one contrary to nature with a person of his/her 

own sex” risks “a term of imprisonment of from one to five years”. 
 

 

 

For Tjenbé Rèd ! 
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+33 (0)6 10 55 63 60 

 

 

 

 
[1] 14 janvier 2009 - Amnesty International, AIDES, FIDH, Inter-LGBT, Tjenbé Red et SI-LGBT 

appellent à la libération immédiate et inconditionnelle de 9 hommes condamnés le 7 janvier 2009 à 

8 ans de prison ferme - Communication n°TR09INT02 
http://www.tjenbered.fr/2009/20090114-10.html 
 
[2] Aides.org/ Cyberaction : signez la pétition/ Sénégal: Appel pour la libération immédiate de 9 

hommes jugés sur la base de leur présumée conduite sexuelle/ Sénégal : Appel pour la libération 

immédiate de 9 hommes condamnés pour avoir voulu lutter contre le sida 

http://www.aides.org/agir-participer/cyberactions.php 
 
[3] Aides/ Communiqué de presse/ 13 janvier 2009/ Le président de AIDES Sénégal condamné à 8 

ans de prison ferme pour avoir lutté contre le sida ! 

http://www.aides.org/admin/save/rapport/communique-condamnation-president-AIDES-
Senegal.pdf 
http://www.tjenbered.fr/2009/20090113-99.pdf 
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